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SECOND COMPANY GOVERNOR’S FOOT GUARD CELEBRATES 
242nd  POWDER HOUSE DAY:  APRIL 22, 2017 

 
(NEW HAVEN, Conn) – On Saturday, April 22, 2017, the Second Company, Governor’s 
Foot Guard, will commemorate the 242nd Anniversary of Powder House Day, an 
important day in the history of New Haven and the State of Connecticut. Powder House 
Day is celebrated annually each year to commemorate the events of April 22, 1775, 
when the Second Company, under the command of Captain Benedict Arnold, 
demanded the keys to the powder house in order to arm themselves and march to 
Cambridge to assist our sister colony of Massachusetts at the outset of the War of 
Independence. 
When news of the Battles of Lexington and Concord (April 19th, 1775), arrived in New Haven on April 21st, a town meeting of New Haven voted not to send aid to our sister 
colony of Massachusetts and instead, await further developments. However, the then 
recently formed Second Company could not stand by and wait, and 58 of her members 
voted to march to Cambridge, Mass., where the patriot army was then gathering. On 
April 22, 1775, Captain Arnold assembled the company in full dress uniforms on the 
New Haven Green. After receiving the blessing of the Rev. Jonathan Edwards of Center 
Church, the Second Company marched to Beer's Tavern where the town’s selectmen 
were meeting.   



Captain Arnold demanded from the selectmen the keys to the powder house. The 
selectmen were reluctant to yield the keys, but Arnold persisted, declaring: "You may 
tell the selectmen that if the keys are not coming within five minutes, my men will break 
into the supply-house and help themselves. None but the Almighty God shall prevent 
me from marching." The selectmen, wishing to avoid “any further unseemly proceedings 
at this time where all men should stand together,” surrendered the keys to Arnold. The 
Second Company, after acquiring for their muskets the necessary gun powder, musket 
balls and flints from the powder house, marched under Arnold’s leadership to 
Massachusetts. No longer was neutrality an option - New Haven was now part of the 
American Revolution!  
The pageantry of this exciting historic event is re-enacted annually by the Second 
Company Governor’s Foot Guard on the historic New Haven Green. The public is 
welcome to witness and participate in this historic celebration.   

 

  
 
If you have any questions or need any further information, please contact: 
 
Capt. Jeffrey Clark - Unit Public Affairs Representative,  
Second Company, Governor's Foot Guard 
Tel. 203-314-3901   Email: jeffclark03@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Additional Information: 
 “Chapter 2: Powder House Keys Demanded (1775)” from Two Hundred Years: The 
Second Company Governor’s Foot Guard 1775-1975. 
http://www.footguard.org/chapter2.html 
 
“What they Said Demanding the Keys”: http://www.footguard.org/script.html 
 

 
 

  
  The Second Company, Governor’s Foot Guard is one of the oldest military 
organizations in existence, with uninterrupted service since March, 1775, when it was 
chartered by the General Assembly of the then Colony of Connecticut. Today, in its 
239th year of continuous service, the Second Company is part of the Connecticut State 
Militia.  Its members dedicate their time and talents to the Governor and people of the 
State of Connecticut by participating in various events and performing community 
service projects, all without pay or other financial assistance. In 2016, its members 
contributed thousand of volunteer hours at weekly drills, various patriotic events, band 
concerts, parades, veteran support functions, and educational details. For more 
information, visit the Unit's web site at www.footguard.org. 
 
 
 
 


